St. Mary’s has an Institutional Review Board (IRB) which has been in existence since 1982.  The Board reviews oncology studies, heart studies and eye studies, all under the auspices of St. Mary’s.  St. Mary’s IRB is also asked to take part in and review/approve some of the UW’s studies.  
In addition, individuals submit smaller studies for approval.  Three smaller, but interesting studies recently submitted include:

▪   “Transitioning from Sliding-scale Insulin to a Basal-bolus Regimen in a 
Community Hospital: A Pilot Project”  The Principal Investigator of this study is 
a Pharmacy Resident.


▪   “Cardiac Care Inpatient Unit Sound Study”  by Kahler Slater Architects, Inc.

▪   “Improving the Health Literacy Environment of Wisconsin Hospitals – A 
Collaborative Model” by a UW Family Practice Physician.
We have approximately 75 studies open at any one time.

Our IRB is made up of 14 members who meet once a month to review/approve studies.  Revisions to a study in progress are also required to be reviewed.  All adverse events that take place while the study is in progress are required to be reported to the Board.
The IRB encourages individuals who feel they may have a study to contact either, Sue Engelbaugh, Chairperson or the IRB Coordinator, Lorraine Soltis at 258-6732.  They will be glad to forward you the guidelines you need to design a study and will assist you along with way. 

